
“Walking in the footsteps of the martyrs who bore witness to 
Christ in times of trial will give us the courage to face our own 
challenges with the same tenacity. Let us go forward in haste to 
meet the Lord and shine His light!”          ~ Fr. Nathan Cromly, CSJ 

Join Father Nathan Cromly on a pilgrimage to encounter saints and martyrs 
of England. Visit sites in London, Oxford, Canterbury and beyond, many of 
them associated with heroic Catholic martyrs who shed their blood during 
the Protestant Reformation. Forty-two have been canonized and a further 
242 rank among the beatified.  However, the complete number of those who 
died or suffered harsh persecution for their faith during this time cannot be 
accurately counted. Their stories, in addition to daily Mass and devotions in 
historic sites, will surely inspire you! 
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DAY 1: FRIDAY, MAY 11 - LONDON 

After arrival, the group will gather for lunch at  a central London restaurant with  your local guide. After lunch meet your motor coach for an afternoon 
panoramic sightseeing tour of London to include Mass at St Ethelreda’s Church, the oldest Catholic church in England and one of only two remain-
ing buildings in London from the reign of Edward I.  Dinner and overnight will be at the Lancaster Gate Hotel.   (L, D) 
 

DAY 2: SATURDAY, MAY 12 - LONDON 

After breakfast at your hotel, begin the first full day of your pilgrimage in London. You will visit Tyburn Convent, home to the cloistered Benedic-
tine Adorers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and to the sacred Shrine of the Martyrs at Tyburn. Time is planned  here for Mass, Eucharistic 
adoration and a talk by one of the sisters. Also today, enjoy a history walk  and talk  by Joanna Bogle, a London writer, broadcaster and expert on the 
life of St. Thomas More. You will see places connected with his early life; the Charterhouse, a former Carthusian monastery where he lived and 
received spiritual guidance while studying law; and the location of his Chelsea home, now Allen Hall Seminary. While living in Chelsea, St. Thomas 
More and his family worshipped at Chelsea Old Church. See the church and Cubitt Bevis’s larger-than-life bronze statue directly in front of the 
church and Chelsea Old Library, which would have been the north boundary of St. Thomas More’s Chelsea estate. If scheduling permits, another of 
today’s highlights will be a visit to the  Brothers of St John Priory in London. Return to the Lancaster Gate Hotel for dinner and overnight.   (B, D) 
 

DAY 3: SUNDAY, MAY 13 - LONDON 

After breakfast, attend 10:30am Mass at Westminster Cathedral (with the Westminster Cathedral Boys’ Choir in attendance if possible).  In 
the cathedral you will see the incorrupt remains of the Catholic martyr, St. John Southworth; and there is a also a relief of St. Thomas More  and 
St. John Fisher in the Chapel of St. George and the English Martyrs. Next visit Westminster Abbey,  steeped in history. Benedictine monks 
first came to this site in the middle of the tenth century, establishing a tradition of daily worship. In 1504 Henry VIII dissolved the Abbey monastery, 
demolished many statues and confiscated much of its wealth. The Abbey has been the coronation church since 1066 and is a treasure house of paintings, 
stained glass, textiles and other artefacts. It is also the place where some of the most significant people in the nation's history are buried or commemo-
rated.  Next you will travel by boat to the Tower of London (as St. Thomas More did on his final journey). Following a group lunch, you will have a 
tour of the historic Tower of London, where special access has been requested (but cannot be guaranteed) to pray in the cell where St. Thomas More was 
imprisoned from April 17, 1534, to July 6, 1535. Also pray in the Chapel of St. Peter ad Vincula, where his body is buried; and see the site of St. 
Thomas More’s execution on Tower Hill, just outside the Tower of London. Nearby, visit All Hallows Church, where it is believed that his daughter, 
Margaret, prayed during her father’s execution. Return to the Lancaster Gate Hotel for dinner and overnight.   (B, L, D) 
 

DAY 4 : MONDAY, MAY 14 - LONDON, AYLESFORD 

After breakfast, travel with your guide 20 miles east of London to the Shrine of St Simon Stock in Aylesford. Tradition holds that Our Lady ap-
peared to St. Simon Stock on July 16, 1251 and handed him the brown woolen scapular as a sign of protection for all her children. Lunch will be in-
cluded on your arrival at Aylesford and there will be time for Mass, prayer and reflection. All guests are welcome to join the Carmelite Community at 
any of the daily services. Dinner and overnight will be at The Friary.   (B, L, D) 
 

DAY 5: TUESDAY, MAY 15 -AYLESFORD, CANTERBURY 

Today enjoy an excursion to Ramsgate and Canterbury In Ramsgate, Mass will be celebrated at the Shrine of St. Augustine, which commemo-
rates the evangelization of the Anglo-Saxon peoples by St Augustine, who first landed at Ramsgate, having been sent by Pope Gregory the Great in 
597. The rector of the Shrine, Fr. Marcus Holden, will address the group. After lunch in Canterbury, you will have a guided tour at Canterbury Ca-
thedral, where St. Thomas More visited the famous shrine to St. Thomas Becket. Becket’s shrine was destroyed by Henry VIII three years after St. 
Thomas More’s execution. You will also stop at the Church of St. Thomas of Canterbury, which contains relics of St. Thomas Becket, and St. Dun-
stan’s Church, where St. Thomas More’s head is buried in the Roper family vault. Return to The Friary for  dinner and overnight.   (B, L, D) 
 

DAY 6: WEDNESDAY, MAY 16 - AYLESFORD, NORWICH 

Enjoy breakfast, Mass, and a final morning on the grounds of the historic Aylesford Friary before departing for Norwich following lunch. There you will 
visit St. Julian’s Church in which Julian's Cell is situated and the St. Julian Center  which provides a welcome and various facilities for pilgrims.  
St. Julian of Norwich (1342-1416) is internationally famous for her "Revelations of Divine Love.” She remains an important spiritual writer and mys-
tic in the Christian tradition.  Dinner and overnight will be at  the Brook Hotel in Norfolk.   (B, L, D) 
 

DAY 7: THURSDAY, MAY 17 - WALSINGHAM 

Spend today at the Catholic Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. It is believed that Our Lady requested the shrine to be built in 1061 to serve as a 
perpetual memorial of the Annunciation. In 1538, the Reformation caused the property to be handed over to the King's Commissioners and the famous 
statue of Our Lady of Walsingham was taken to London and burned. Walsingham ceased to be a place of pilgrimage until after  the Catholic Emancipa-
tion (1829) when public expressions of faith were again allowed. In 1897, the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Walsingham was restored and pilgrimages were 
begun again; and as the years passed, devotion and the number of pilgrimages increased. In 1934 the shrine was declared to be the National Shrine of 
Our Lady for Roman Catholics in England. The shrine now attracts some 150,000 pilgrims  yearly. Lunch will be included at the shrine and Mass will be 
celebrated. Return to the Brook Hotel in Norfolk for dinner and overnight.   (B, L, D) 
 

DAY 8: FRIDAY, MAY 18 - CAMBRIDGE, WORCESTERSHIRE, STRATFORD UPON AVON 

Begin the day with a walk in Cambridge. The city is home to the prestigious University of Cambridge, dating to 1209. Continue on to Harvington 
Hall in a peaceful corner of Worcestershire , stopping for lunch along the way. Harvington Hall is a beautiful moated manor house with the largest sur-
viving series of priest hides in the country. It brings to life the fascinating history of the survival of Roman Catholic families and clergymen during the 
Reformation of the late sixteenth century.  Celebrate Mass here and discover the Hall’s many ingenious secret priest hides, many of which were designed 
by St. Nicholas Owen. Dinner and overnight is at  the Grosvenor Hotel in  Stratford Upon Avon.   (B, L, D) 
 

DAY 9: SATURDAY, MAY 19 - STRATFORD UPON AVON, LITTLEMORE,  
Today travel to the Shrine of Blessed John Henry Newman at Littlemore, where Mass will be celebrated. Continue on to Stonor Park, enjoying 
lunch along the way. The fortunes of the Stonor Park house and chapel are strongly tied to the travails of the Catholics in Britain. When Henry VIII 
formed the Church of England, Catholics including the Stonor family, were forced to take a much reduced part in public life. Crippling fines were levied 
and many were persecuted and forced to go into hiding.   At Stonor there is a reminder  of these times in the priest hole where St.  Edmond Campion 
printed the famous “Ten Reasons” pamphlet  in the 1580s.  Mass is celebrated to this day here in the Chapel of the Holy Trinity, one of only three British 
chapels that have always been Catholic. Return to the Grosvenor Hotel  for dinner and overnight,   (B, L, D) 
 

DAY 10: SUNDAY, MAY 20 - GROUP TRANSFER TO  LONDON HEATHROW AIRPORT FOR DEPARTURE  
 

TOUR INCLUDES: Double occupancy rooms for nine nights in hotels mentioned or similar ones;  tour manager and local guides as indicated; 
daily Mass; entrance fees as indicated; motor coach throughout; meals as indicated.    TOUR DOES NOT INCLUDE: Air; travel insurance; bever-
ages with meals; gratuities for driver and tour guides; and single supplement (limited availability)  - $749. 
PLEASE NOTE: While we will make every effort to visit all of the sites as per the itinerary, some  rescheduling may be necessary. 
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